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bootstrap circuit includes a buck-boost circuit for providing a
negative gate-emitter voltage for turning the high-side IGBT
off.

21 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
BOOTSTRAP CIRCUITRY FOR AN IGBT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to electronics and,
in particular embodiments, to a bootstrap circuitry of an
IGBT.

BACKGROUND

Insulated gate bipolar transistors, short IGBTs, have been
established as semiconductor power switches, i.e., for switch-
ing high currents at high voltages. Typical applications
include switched circuits such as in power converter systems,
for example, switched power mode supplies, short SPMSs. In
these applications an IGBT typically is switched on and off in
fast succession. Accordingly the switching characteristics are
of interest.

In one embodiment IGBTs are used in switched mode
power supplies, wherein two IGBTs are arranged in a half-
bridge configuration, i.e., a high-side IGBT is coupled with
its collector to the anode of a direct voltage source, the high-
side IGBT’s emitter is connected to the collector of alow-side
IGBT, and the low-side IGBT’s emitter is coupled to refer-
ence ground. By alternately turning the IGBTs on and off the
coupling point between the IGBTs can be switched to the
voltage of the direct current source or to reference ground.
The resulting voltage at that coupling point can be smoothed
by using a smoothing capacitor.

Basically an IGBT can be switched from its non-conduct-
ing state, i.e., the so-called off-state, to its conducting on-state
by applying a positive gate-emitter voltage higher than the
threshold voltage, i.e., in this way an IGBT can be turned on.
To turn an IGBT off, i.e., to switch an IGBT from its on-state
to its off-state, a zero voltage or a negative base-emitter volt-
age can be applied to an IGBT.

The IGBTSs can be controlled using pulse width modulated
signals of opposite phase, so the high-side IGBT is switched
to a conducting state, i.e., switched to its on-state, while the
low-side IGBT is switched to its off-state and vice versa. Due
to the alternate switching, the voltage at the connection point
switches between reference ground and the voltage of the
voltage source.

For providing control voltages to drive the high-side IGBT,
i.e., for providing a gate-emitter voltage to the high-side
IGBT, a bootstrap circuit can be used, which provides volt-
ages referenced to the connection point of the half-bridge
arrangement of the IGBTs. However, when using unipolar
gate driving a parasitic current oscillation during the turn-on
transient of the IGBT, an unintended parasitic turn-on can be
caused by high voltage-rise across the IGBT switch due to the
Miller effect. To remove the parasitic current oscillation, a
negative gate voltage is required at the high-side IGBT. To
prevent an IGBT from unintended parasitic turn-on caused by
the Miller effect, a Miller clamp can be provided. However,
these solutions have drawbacks. In order to provide a negative
gate voltage an SMPS needs to have an increased power
rating and additional circuitry, the SMPS thus getting more
complex and costly. Also the Miller clamp causes additional
circuitry in the boot-strap circuit thus further increasing com-
plexity and costs.

Hence an improved boot-strap circuit is needed that allows
to remedy the above problems while using as few components
as possible.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the invention relates to a bootstrap circuit for
providing drive voltages to control a high-side IGBT of a
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2

half-bridge arrangement of IGBTs. The bootstrap circuit
comprises a buck-boost circuit portion providing a negative
voltage usable for switching the high-side IGBT off, thus
improving the switching characteristics of the half-bridge
arrangement.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features, aspects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will be better understood with regard to the drawings.

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic sketch of a bootstrap circuit
according to the invention; and

FIG. 2 depicts curves of a positive and a negative voltage as
provided by the bootstrap circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic sketch of a switched mode
power supply circuit 100. The SMPS circuit 100 comprises a
high-side IGBT (insulated gate bipolar transistor) 101 and a
low-side IGBT 102 in half-bridge configuration, i.e., the
emitter of high-side IGBT 101 is coupled to the collector of
low-side IGBT 102 thus forming a connection point. The
collector of high-side IGBT 101 is coupled to the positive
electrode of a DC voltage source UDC and the emitter of
low-side IGBT 102 is coupled to the negative electrode of the
voltage source. In the depicted embodiment both IGBTs are
of'the n-channel type, although the invention is not limited in
this regard. Controller 103 provides gate signals to both
IGBTs to alternately couple the connection point to the posi-
tive or negative electrode of voltage source UDC. This can be
achieved by providing pulse width modulated signals of
opposite phase to the base electrodes of the IGBTs. In this
way a load 104, which is coupled with its one electrode to the
connection point, can be supplied with a switched voltage.

Note that in this embodiment load 104 is modeled as an
inductance, which reflects most real life loads. However,
loads of other characteristics can be coupled to the SMPS
also, so the invention shall not be limited in this regard.
Furthermore capacitors 105 and 106, which are provided for
smoothing the voltage provided to the load, are not a require-
ment in the application.

The SMPS circuit 100 furthermore comprises a bootstrap
circuit 107 as encircled by the dashed oval. Bootstrap circuit
107 is coupled at one side to a supply voltage U, 557 » Which
typically reflects the base-emitter voltage swing required for
switching an IGBT to its on-stage. In one embodiment the
voltage swing Ug, »pr ymay be around 15 V. At its other side
the bootstrap circuit is coupled to the connection point of
half-bridge, i.e., where the emitter of high-side IGBT 101 is
coupled to the collector of low-side IGBT 102.

The bootstrap circuit 107 comprises a bootstrap diode D,
108 that allows a charging current to flow from bootstrap
supply voltage across the bootstrap circuit when the low-side
IGBT is in its on-state, i.e., conducting. Note that diode 108 is
dimensioned for a voltage higher than the DC voltage U, . In
one embodiment diode 108 can be designed for a voltage
being twice UDC.

Furthermore the bootstrap circuit 107 comprises a first
charge path connecting the cathode of the bootstrap diode
with the connection point. The first charge path comprises a
first bootstrap capacitor C,; 109 coupled in series with a first
charge diode 110 and a first charge resistor 111, wherein
charge resistor 111 defines the charging current when boot-
strap capacitor 109 is charged.
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Note that the bootstrap capacitor C,, 109 is dimensioned
sufficiently large to meet the energy requirement of the high-
side for a complete cycle. In one embodiment C, ;109 may be
dimensioned to provide a capacity of 47 nF, i.e., 47 nano
Farad. Charge resistor 111 in one embodiment may be dimen-
sioned to have a resistance of 10 €.

Furthermore the bootstrap circuit 107 comprises a second
charge path from the cathode of bootstrap diode 108 to the
connection point, the second charge path thus being parallel
to the first charge path. The second charge path comprises a
second charge resistor 112 coupled in series with a parallel
arrangement of an inductor 113 and capacitor C,, 114 in
series with second charge diode 115. Second charge resistor
112 controls the current flow through inductor 113 when
charging. In one embodiment the second charge resistor 112
may have a resistance value of 100 Q and inductor 113 may
have an inductance value of 680 nano Henry.

When operating the bootstrap circuit 107, i.e., when oper-
ating the SMPS 100, the first charge path provides a positive
voltageV, at 116, i.e., at the first bootstrap capacitor 109, and
the second charge path provides a negative Voltage V, at 117,
i.e., at the second bootstrap capacitor 114. The positive volt-
age V,. and the negative voltage V, , are provided (not
shown) to controller 103, which uses these as gate voltages
for controlling the high-side IGBT as explained in more detail
below.

In the initial cycle, i.e., when switching circuit 100 on thus
starting the first cycle, controller 103 controls the high-side
IGBT 101 to its off-state and controls the low-side IGBT 102
to its on-state, for example by applying a zero gate-emitter
voltage to IGBT 101 and a positive gate-emitter voltage
exceeding the threshold voltage to low-side IGBT 102. When
high-side IGBT 101 is off; i.e., blocking, and low-side IGBT
102 is on, i.e., conducting, the connection point is coupled to
reference ground. Then a current flows from the supply volt-
age Ug, ppr - through bootstrap diode 108. A first portion of
the current flows through the first charging path, i.e. through
first charge diode 110 and first charge resistor 111 and then
charges the first bootstrap capacitor 109. The first portion of
the current then leaves the bootstrap circuit 107 and flows via
the low-side IGBT 102 to the supply voltage source U, pp; 5
Depending on the duration of the initial cycle the first boot-
strap capacitor 109 is charged to nearly the supply voltage
less the voltage drop across bootstrap diode 108 and first
charge diode 110. The charged voltage V,, 116 across first
bootstrap capacitor 109 is coupled to controller 103 and is the
positive supply voltage of the high-side IGBT driver for turn-
ing on the high-side IGBT 101 in the next cycle; note that V
is coupled from 116 to controller 103.

While the first portion of the current charges the first boot-
strap capacitor 109, the residual portion of the current from
Uspppry flows through the second charge path, i.e., through
second charge resistor 112 and through inductor 113. That
current flow charges inductor 113. Note that during this cycle
there is no current flow through second bootstrap capacitor
114, since second charge diode 115 is blocking that current
direction.

Inthe nextcycle, i.e., the second cycle, high-side IGBT 101
is turned on, i.e., switched to its conducting state, by coupling
V,sto the gate of high-side IGBT 101 as gate-emitter voltage.
At the same time low-side IGBT 102 is turned off, i.e.,
switched from its conducting to its non-conducting state, thus
isolating the connection point from reference ground.
Switching of the low-side IGBT 102 can be achieved by
applying a zero voltage with reference to ground to the gate of
the low-side IGBT 102. Then the voltage of the connection
point with reference to ground will accordingly rise to U,
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exhibiting a fast voltage rise. However, that voltage rise does
not affect the gate-emitter voltage U, , since that is referenced
to the connection point.

Turning the low-side IGBT 102 off stops the current flow
emitting from the supply voltage source Ug,,pp, - However
the current flow through inductor 113 cannot abruptly stop,
due to the nature of inductor 113, but will flow through second
bootstrap capacitor 114 thus charging the capacitor. Note that
second charge diode 115 is arranged to allow this current flow.
Further note that the current through inductor 113 does not
affect the charge, i.e., the voltage, of the first bootstrap capaci-
tor 109 as this current flow direction is blocked by first charge
diode 110 in the first charge path. In this way the energy stored
in inductor 113 moves into capacitor 114. Further note that
voltageV,,, i.e., at 117, with reference to the connection point
is negative with reference to the connection point.

In the next cycle, i.e., in the third cycle, high-side IGBT
101 is turned off again and low-side IGBT 102 is turned on.
Turning low-side IGBT 102 on can be achieved easily by
applying a positive gate-emitter voltage referenced to ground,
since the emitter of low-side IGBT is coupled to reference
ground.

In order to turn off the high-side IGBT 101, voltage V,  is
coupled as gate-emitter voltage to high-side IGBT 101. Note
that this negative voltage V,,, is not affected by any voltage
drop of the connection point with reference to ground caused
by turning low-side IGBT 102 on and high-side IGBT 101
off, since V,_ is referenced to the connection point. Accord-
ingly the negative gate-emitter voltage V,,, remains negative
even when the voltage of the connection point changes. By
applying the negative gate-emitter voltage to the high-side
IGBT 101 upon switching that IGBT off significantly reduces
the risk of an unintended parasitic turn-on caused by the
Miller effect.

In this way the second charge path forms a so-called buck-
boost circuit, which provides a negative voltage V. that can
be used for turning off the high-side IGBT 101 safely, thus
improving the switching characteristics of the half-bridge
arrangement of IGBTs.

Optionally bootstrap circuit 107 may furthermore com-
prise a first zener diode 118 to limit the voltage swing of V..
In one embodiment the first zener diode 118 may be dimen-
sioned to have a breakthrough voltage of 15 Volts. Further-
more bootstrap circuit 107 may comprise second zener diode
119 to limit the voltage swing of V... In one embodiment the
second zener diode 119 may be dimensioned to have a break-
through voltage of 5 Volts.

FIG. 2 depicts a sketch of the simulated voltages Vbs and
Vs, i.e., the positive bootstrap voltage applied to the gate of
high-side IGBT 101 for turning the IGBT on and the negative
voltage applied to the gate of high-side IGBT 101 for turning
the IGBT off, when using passive components having values
as described above, i.e., Ug ppr 18 15V, first charge resistor
111 is 10 ohm, first bootstrap capacitor 109 is 47 nF, second
charge resistor 112 is 100 ohm, inductor 113 is 113 nH and
second bootstrap capacitor 114 is 10 nF.

As illustrated in the curves, V, in the first cycle reaches a
voltage of nearly 15 Volts, whichis nearly Ug, 55, y» While V¢
drops to a voltage of -5 Volts, both voltages referenced to the
connection point. Throughout the switch cycles V. drops a
bit and negative voltage V,, decreases a bit towards zero Volt,
but both voltages essentially remain as desired, i.e., V, essen-
tial remains at or shortly below Ug, »ppr - and V,  always
remains close to -5 Volts.

What is claimed is:

1. A bootstrap circuit for providing a drive voltage to a
high-side transistor of a half-bridge arrangement, the boot-
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strap circuit comprising a buck-boost circuit configured to
provide a negative drive voltage for turning the high-side
transistor off via a negative supply node, wherein the buck-
boost circuit comprises a first capacitor coupled between an
output node of the half-bridge arrangement and the negative
supply node, an inductor having a first terminal coupled to the
output node of the half-bridge arrangement, and a diode
coupled between a second terminal of the inductor and the
negative supply node.

2. The bootstrap circuit of claim 1, wherein the buck-boost
circuit is arranged in parallel to a series circuit that includes a
first charge capacitor and a first charge resistor.

3. The bootstrap circuit of claim 1, wherein the buck-boost
circuit is coupled to a bootstrap voltage supply via a bootstrap
diode, the bootstrap diode arranged to allow a current flow
through the bootstrap circuit when a low-side IGBT of the
half-bridge arrangement is turned on.

4. The bootstrap circuit of claim 1, wherein the inductor is
arranged to charge the first capacitor when the high-side
transistor is turned on, wherein the bootstrap circuit is con-
figured to provide a voltage of the first capacitor to the high-
side transistor when switching the high-side transistor off.

5. The bootstrap circuit of claim 1, further comprising at
least one of a first zener diode arranged to limit a voltage
swing of a positive voltage applied to a control node of the
high-side transistor and a second zener diode arranged to
limit the voltage swing of a negative voltage applied to a
control node of the high-side transistor.

6. The bootstrap circuit of claim 1, further comprising the
high-side transistor.

7. The bootstrap circuit of claim 6, wherein the high-side
transistor comprises an insulated gate bipolar transistor
(IGBD).

8. A switched mode power supply comprising a half-bridge
IGBT arrangement and a bootstrap circuit, the bootstrap cir-
cuit comprising a first charge path arranged for providing a
positive voltage to a gate of a high-side IGBT of the half-
bridge IGBT arrangement and a second charge path arranged
for providing a negative voltage to the gate of the high-side
IGBT of the half-bridge IGBT arrangement, wherein the sec-
ond charge path comprises an inductor arranged in parallel
with a series circuit that includes a second bootstrap capacitor
and a second charge diode.

9. The switched mode power supply of claim 8, wherein the
first and second charge paths are coupled via a bootstrap
diode to a bootstrap supply voltage, wherein the bootstrap
diodeis arranged to provide a current flow when the high-side
IGBT is switched on.

10. The switched mode power supply of claim 9, wherein
the first charge path comprises a first charge resistor in series
with a first bootstrap capacitor.

11. The switched mode power supply of claim 10, wherein
the second charge diode is arranged to allow a current flow
through the second bootstrap capacitor when the high-side
IGBT is turned on.

12. The switched mode power supply of claim 8, wherein
the bootstrap circuit comprises at least one of a first zener
diode arranged to limit a voltage swing of the positive voltage
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applied to the gate of the high-side IGBT and a second zener
diode arranged to limit a voltage swing of the negative voltage
applied to a gate of a low-side IGBT of the half-bridge IGBT
arrangement.

13. A circuit to control a switched mode power supply
comprising a high-side IGBT and a low-side IGBT in half-
bridge arrangement, the circuit comprising circuitry compris-
ing first circuit for providing a positive gate voltage to the
high-side IGBT and second circuit for providing a negative
gate voltage to the high-side IGBT, wherein the second circuit
for providing the negative gate voltage comprises an inductor
arranged in parallel with a series circuit that includes a first
bootstrap capacitor and a first charge diode.

14. The circuit of claim 13, wherein the first circuit for
providing the positive gate voltage comprises a first circuit for
storing energy and the second circuit for providing the nega-
tive gate voltage comprises second means for storing energy,
wherein the first circuit for storing energy is charged when the
high-side IGBT is turned off.

15. The circuit of claim 14, wherein the second circuit for
storing energy is charged when the high-side IGBT is turned
on.

16. The circuit of claim 13, wherein the first circuit for
providing the positive gate voltage comprises a second boot-
strap capacitor.

17. The circuit of claim 13, further comprising a circuit for
limiting a voltage swing of the positive gate voltage applied to
the high-side IGBT and a circuit for limiting a voltage swing
of the negative gate voltage applied to the high-side IGBT.

18. A method for operating a switched mode power supply
comprising a high-side IGBT and a low-side IGBT arranged
in a half-bridge arrangement, the method comprising:

charging a first bootstrap capacitor by a bootstrap supply

voltage when the high-side IGBT is turned off;
charging an inductor with the bootstrap supply voltage
when the high-side IGBT is turned off;

applying a voltage of the first bootstrap capacitor to a gate

of the high-side IGBT for turning the high-side IGBT
on;

charging a second bootstrap capacitor by the inductor

when turning the high-side IGBT off, wherein the induc-
tor is arranged in parallel with a series circuit that
includes the second bootstrap capacitor and a diode; and

applying a voltage of the second bootstrap capacitor as a

negative voltage to the gate of the high-side IGBT.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein, at start-up of the
switched mode power supply, the high-side IGBT is turned
off and the low-side IGBT is turned on.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein a voltage swing of a
positive voltage applied to the gate of the high-side IGBT is
limited by a first voltage limiting circuit.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein a voltage swing of a
negative voltage applied to the gate of the high-side IGBT is
limited by a second voltage limiting circuit.
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